
February 16, 2017 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All 

Commissioners were present.   

Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner 

Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda with additions and deletions and Commissioner 

Redland seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.   

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes with one correction.  

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Dave Stene, Social Services Fiscal Supervisor, presented the Social Services bills in the amount of 

$67,599.71.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve payment of the Social Services bills as 

presented.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Gunderson then addressed the board regarding a Memorandum of Understanding between 

the State of Minnesota Ninth Judicial District, the Norman County DWI Court and the County of Norman.  

After some discussion, it was agreed that the board had promised to support the DWI Court 

Coordinator’s position with a one time $5,000 donation due to the shortfall of state funding for the DWI 

Court.  Permission was given to Auditor-Treasurer Hanson to sign the Memorandum of Understanding 

on behalf of Norman County and to complete the gift acceptance form for the State of Minnesota and to 

disburse the funds to the State of Minnesota, Finance Division, State Court Administration.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson then brought before the board the gopher bounty reimbursement that was 

tabled from the prior meeting.  Ms. Hanson stated that in past years the county has reimbursed the 

townships 75 cents per gopher and at the end of each year, the county would submit a bill to the 

Highway Department for reimbursement of one-half the amount of gopher bounty paid out during the 

year.  During the years when the Highway Department was operating in the red, they had not billed the 

Highway Department, and now that the Highway Department was operating in the black, they had sent 

a billing for the years 2013 to 2016.  After much discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner 

Jacobson to pay gopher bounty solely from the general fund.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded 

the motion and all voted in favor.   

Discussion then moved to billings submitted to the courthouse from the Highway Department for snow 

removal at the Courthouse, the Wimmer Cabins and the Sheriff’s Department.  After some discussion, 

Commissioner Redland made a motion to pay the Highway Department for the snow removal, 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Christina Lien, Flom Community Club, presented the Board of Commissioners with a Gambling/Liquor 

License application for the Moving Flom Forward Organization to host a one day event on April 7th 

consisting of a dinner and gun raffle.  After some discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a 

motion to approve the gambling and one-day liquor license application for the Moving Flom Forward 

Organization.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Jerilyn Swenson, Highway Department Engineer, updated the board on the meeting she and Bob 

Ramstad had held with the Staffing Committee, expressing her desire to hire a Maintenance Person I, 

stating that she feels that one of her Maintenance Person III staff is likely to retire, and she would 

probably promote from within and then hire a Maintenance Person I.  Commissioner Jacobson made a 

motion to allow the Highway Department to advertise for a Maintenance Person I position in March.  

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Ms. Swenson also updated the board on paving/shouldering projects for 2017.   

Jerilyn also informed the board that they had received two quotes for creating a field survey of the 

property that the county would like to acquire from the City of Ada to build on.  They had accepted the 

quote from Interstate Engineering of Fergus Falls for $2900 and they expect that they will start the 

survey next week.   

Ms. Swenson also noted that as County Highway Engineer, part of her responsibilities are the 

Administrator of the Agassiz Trail, and she was disappointed to see that she was not notified that there 

was something scheduled on the agenda pertaining to the trail.  In the future, all requests involving the 

trail will be referred to Jerilyn first to avoid having it brought to the County Board.   



At approximately 10:30 following a short break, Kevin Ruud, Wild Rice Watershed District (WRWD) 

manager, Curt Johannson, WRWD board member, Mark Christianson, Courtney Habedank, and Lori 

Thronson, Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD), and Greg Holmvik, WRWD board member entered 

the meeting.   

Garry Johanson, Environmental Services Officer, brought forth discussion on billings for the demolition 

landfill for geotechnical engineering.  Garry stated that he and Auditor-Treasurer Hanson had been 

discussing these and the previous billing that had been paid from the General Fund.  Ms. Hanson 

recommended that the bills be paid from the Solid Waste Fund and if this caused the fund to have a 

negative balance, a transfer of funds be made before year end.  She also recommended that the 

previous payment be adjusted through a journal entry to move it to the Solid Waste Fund.  This would 

allow better tracking of costs for the demolition landfill and expenses related to the MPCA mandates.  

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to allow for the billings for the water testing for the demo 

landfill to be paid out of the Solid Waste Fund, and if this causes Solid Waste to go into the red, we will 

transfer funds before year end to bring it into a positive balance.  Auditor-Treasurer Hanson was 

authorized to do a journal entry for the bill paid in January out of Revenue to the Solid Waste Fund.   

Mr. Johanson also brought forward Buffer Law Implementation information and updated the board on 

his activities at the State Capitol regarding the Buffer Law.   

Kevin Ruud, WRWD Manager, updated the board on the fact that Senator Eken and Representative 

Marquardt had supported the current legislation as a lesser of two evils.  He also informed the board 

that if you want to be the enforcement piece of the buffer law you have to be at least as controlled as 

the Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) would be.  Much discussion ensued regarding local 

control over the enforcement, possible cost of the enforcement and if any funds would be available for 

enforcement, and what if anything other counties are choosing to do at this time.  Courtney Habedank, 

SWCD, distributed a letter that will be sent to landowners that have properties adjacent to a public 

waterway.   

Lori Thronson, SWCD, shared that if the county chooses to be silent at this time, they can later choose to 

be the enforcement part if funding should become available.  Greg Holmvik inquired of the board, if the 

county decided to remain silent, did the county expect the WRWD to become the enforcement part of 

the law.  No decision was made at this point as to who would be the enforcement part of the buffer law.   

Norman County SWCD did note that they will be hosting a public meeting at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, 

March 15th, at the American Legion in Gary.  Curt Johannson, WRWD board member, encouraged the 

SWCD to consider holding a second informative meeting on the west side of the county, and suggested 

the LRC as a suitable site.   

Courtney Habedank, SWCD, presented the 2016 Annual County Feedlot Officer Annual Report and 

Performance Credit Report.  In 2016 four feedlots were inspected for compliance as required, none of 

which resulted in noncompliance.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the 2016 Feedlot 

Report, Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Chairman Gunderson 

signed the report and a copy of the report is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   

At 11:30 a.m. the Public Hearing for the Norman County Water Plan was held.  Lori Thronson, SWCD, 

conducted the hearing and shared some background information regarding the local water management 

plan.  Those present for the hearing were Pat Pfund, Norman County Index, Jerilyn Swenson, Garry 

Johanson, Oliver Sorenson, Bob Ramstad, Kevin Ruud, Curt Johannson, Mark Christianson, Courtney 

Habedank, Brett Arne, local rep to the Water Board, James Brue, Commissioners Hall, Jacobson, 

Gunderson, Redland and Bommersbach and Donna Hanson.  Commissioner Jacobson stated that the 

Local Water Management Plan Advisory Committee had met a few times over the past year, had looked 

at the water plan, made a few recommendations for changes and these were implemented into the 

plan.  Commissioner Bommersbach inquired if the plan addressed the buffer implementation and he 

was told that yes, it did.  The Norman County Local Water Management Plan will now be submitted to 

the state review agencies for approval.   With no further questions or comments, the public hearing on 

the water plan was adjourned at 11:40 a.m.   

Jeremy Thornton, Sheriff, then entered the meeting and informed the board that Maxine Nelson, a full-

time dispatcher with 23 years of service had given notice of retirement effective March 17, 2017.   



Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to accept the resignation of Maxine Nelson, and thank her 

for her 23 years of service to Norman County.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

Sheriff Thornton then requested permission to advertise for a full-time dispatcher to replace Ms. 

Nelson.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to allow Sheriff Thornton to advertise and hire a full-time 

dispatcher.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Jeremy then updated the board on projected costs to re-open the jail, and stated that he was still 

waiting on a few bids for items.  Discussion ensued and more information was requested from Sheriff 

Thornton and Commissioners will also be requesting more information from Tri-County Corrections.   

Commissioner warrants were presented for payment as follows:   

Revenue:  $13,054.84  Building:  $571.14 Public Health:  $2,375.32  

Solid Waste:  $653.76  County Homes:  $341.60 Road & Bridge:  $3,075.95 

Total:  $20,072.61 

After review, Commissioner Redland made a motion to pay the bills as presented.  Commissioner 

Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Teri Taylor, Human Resources, entered the meeting to ask for clarification regarding transfer employees 

and those currently on probation with the changes to the Personnel Policy that were discussed at the 

board meeting held on February 7th.  After discussion, board consensus regarding the Transfer section of 

the personnel policy to remain a six month probationary period.  No extensions of the probationary 

period after six months on transfer of Department Heads.  No extensions of probationary periods on 

new hires after 12 month probation.   

Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting at 12:15 p.m. 
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